NOTES FROM INTERVIEW WITH COLONEL MORENO
Interview with Col. Yamik Armando Moreno-Arias, Commander of Uraba Police

at headquarters in Carepa, Antioquia, Colombia. Wednesday, April 20, 2005, 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m 

Colonel Moreno received us cordially like the members of the Apartado Council at supper, he was confident and spoke freely.  He said he has extensive training in the US.
Also present were Major Luis Carlos, the head of the Judiciary Police.  He is not a lawyer but he specializes in criminal investigations.  There was also a young man with glasses who handled the power-point and video equipment.

Col. Moreno showed a power-point presentation that shows all the evils of the Peace Community as he sees them.  He did not show us the whole thing, just a few points.  He gave a short history of the Peace Community as he sees it:

He said that when Monsignor. Duarte formed the Peace Community, he never meant that the State would be considered an armed actor.  But then came Justicia y Paz, and its aim was to obtain foreign resources.  There was a debate between the non-religious people who wanted the cover of the church.  The church was opposed.  The debate was over the money and the ideology of communal land.  There was no private property.’

Colonel Moreno said that‘the church wanted the community to stay neutral but keep their land.  But the NGO (Justicia y Paz) caused the people to lose their property.’

He said, “It was a communist system where everyone works on all the land.  It is a communist system that does not tolerate children or old people because they don’t produce. This can be found in the bylaws of the community.”
He also, the community does not allow alcohol.

He said that this was the perfect guerrilla community and the FARC began to take advantage.  The community leaders harvest all of  the crops and take them to the community storage building.”  (He  then showed the building.  The CSN delegation in June 2004 ate all its meals there and thus CSN delegates are quite familiar with the interior of the building.)

Colonel Moreno said that the leaders sell the crops and supposedly divide the money, but, they really don’t divided up.  Fifty percent of the profit goes back to the families. The other fifty percent is claimed to be for administration cost but it really goes to the FARC.
He said the pink building (where  a CSN delegation stayed on its June 2004 visit to San Jose) belongs to Justicia y Paz.  Colonel Moreno said that is where the leaders live, while the people of the community live in poor houses.  Members of the community are afraid of the leaders, he said, and  can not leave the community because they gave away their right to the land..
 He said members of the Peace Community never denounce the guerrillas.
He said that Elkin Dario Tuberquia was a leader of the community, but he is now being protected by the Colombian government because he denounced the abuses of the community.  

Col. Moreno will bring security to everyone in the region.. He showed us columns of figures showing that crime has been reduced. But he said that the good people are controlled by people who want money, while “old people receive no help because they don’t produce.”
Colonel Moreno said he wants to carry out the Court’s orders.He said,  “Police must bring the culture of safety, dignity, and education.  There are now 55 community police officers at San Jose.  They are teachers, dentists, health care workers, and ecologists.”
He asked how the Police could give security without being in the Peace Community?’

 He asked “Who killed the policeman?”, who was traveling with the Fiscalia officials between San Jose and Apartado
 Colonel Moreno said “There were killings in lots of communities”. He said that
fifty percent of the paramilitaries were really FARC and they knew who the guerrillas were, and that is why there are so many killings.
He said that the police are sick of the complaints by the Peace Community because they don’t complain to the police, but  rather to the U.S., and Europe and the world.He said that they complained about the eight who were massacred, but when another person was killed, they said nothing.  The person’s relatives complained, so they had to go and then they complained to the Inter-American Court.  

He said his officers are the ones who protected the Fiscales when the FARC attacked them and killed a police officer. Just yesterday the Police destroyed five land mines and two bombs that were found 500 meters from San Jose.’

He said that when the Peace Community leaders decided to move out of San Jose, they went from house to house and threatened the people who did not want to move out.
Colonel Moreno said “How much money has the Peace Community received from the U. S. Canada, Europe, and you (CSN)?”
So two weeks ago General Castro, Col. Novoa and Colonel Moreno all went to San Jose ( the old site now abandoned by the Peace Community) to bring things for all the people.  They brought tools, 20 doctors, ten dentists and other health providers and food.  They put in two phone lines, fixed the basketball standards and fixed the goalposts in the soccer field.  They vaccinated children and they brought TV’s, tape players, pots and pans, chickens, gloves, boots, and hoses. He said  little children came and asked for stuff but said don’t tell anyone we did it because we will be punished. An old lady said, “Get me out of here, but not in the police car.” according to colonel Moreno.
He said the police are trying to earn trust.  They are helping other communities. They hope to avoid manipulation by the FARC. He said some NGO’s are good, but Justicia y Paz is very close to the FARC.
He repeated General Fandino’s concern ‘about the Feb. 24 e-mail and San Jose’s web site, saying that Luis Eduardo Guerra and his family were dead before the police had arrived.  He said “the bodies were buried very deep.  How did the Peace Community know so exactly where all the bodies were?.

The story  of what happened was on the FARC’s web page by February. 27, he said.
Just like General. Fandino, he said “This was all done to make the Colombian Government look bad at the Inter-American Court meeting scheduled just 15 days ahead.”
Colonel Moreno said that since he has been here there have been 3 murders and he has solved all three.

He said that the Inter-American Court had not forbidden the entrance of the police into San Jose.

He also said he had caught the murderer of Yorbelis Restrepo and that person is in jail.He said that he was a paramilitary.  He is looking for 2 other persons
He said that no one from the community complained about Wilma, because Wilmar was formerly a member of the community (while he was a member of the FARC).  He said that it is a lie that Wilmar ever wore a police uniform.  Wilmar was the first one to denounce the community.  Wilmar disagreed with the financial irregularities, according to colonel Moreno, and as a result, they accused him of stealing money.

He said  no one has given any testimony against Wilmar..
Colonel Moreno explained that to catch Yorbelis’ murderer they ‘had to use computers to reconfigure her face and they had to use tape recorders and videos and phone taps.  They intercepted a conversation of two women from the Peace Community, who were talking on  a cellphone or radio.  One said she knew who had done it.  They asked for her testimony, but she refused.  Finally, they found someone who would talk, and so the murderer confessed.  They were able to tap a FARC message.  They communicate by radio and the police listen in.
According to Colonel Moreno the leaders have kept for themselves all the benefits given the community by the US and Europe.  He said he would give us a chance to interview people who are afraid of the leaders because they force them to do things.
Colonel Moreno said that the Police will find the murderers of the 8 persons massacred in Mulatos . He shows us a video made on the day the police arrived in San Jose with truckloads of gifts.  He showed us and then he pointed out  the children with the boots as the ones from the Peace Community.  One of them was dancing wildly with a police officer.  He said  1,500 people came.  (The Mayor of Apartado told us it was 2,500.)

We asked about the rights to the land.  Colonel Moreno said the owner of the land where the police put their station does not have title, but only has the right to possession.  He said the owner told him he would gladly rent it, sell it, whatever, but he is afraid of the leaders of the Peace Community and doesn’t want them to know.  He wants the police to be there and wants their presence to be legalized.  He doesn’t believe in communitarian land.

One of the delegation members asked him about stories we had heard about troops stealing property at checkpoints.  Col. Moreno said that the Army took property because how could poor people buy so much food.  They searched it, but they did not take it.  Sometimes they would find explosives in the food and those people would be taken to jail where they today. He said he is able to listen to their conversations.

He said that the Police  had found stolen uniforms (contradicting what he said earlier to the effect that Wilmar could never have obtained a police uniform.)

 Then he said “The problem of police or army stealing medicine at checkpoints is over because San Jose will have a doctor, a pharmacist and a drugstore.  People can go to Apartado to get special drugs, but they can’t bring back huge boxes.”
He said his Police have been “Taking care of people who are FARC”. As we left the Colonel told us that his wife is British and that he studied at a number of places in the United States. With that the meeting concluded.”
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