Summary Notes on the Massacre and Related Issues 

By the CSN Delegation Investigation, June 2005
I.  It is almost beyond a reasonable doubt that some element of the Army carried out the massacre.  Here is why we believe that is true:

1. There are quite a few people who saw readily identifiable Army personnel in the area of the murders at the time they took place. 

2. While the Minister of Defense and the Vice President both told the press 
that the Army had been two days’ march from the atrocity, and those statements have never been formally retracted, General Fandino told us that the statements were not correct and that the Army was in the area.

3. Apartado hospital records show treatment of a soldier who had been in the 
area at the time of the now-admitted Army operation.

4. The people who saw and identified soldiers connected with the killings are believable.  We talked to a number of them.  Their accounts match the account that was carried in El Tiempo on Easter Sunday.

5. The people who talked to reporters and who also talked to us relayed verbal admissions made to them contemporaneously by various members of the Armed Forces.

6. The people we talked to know what the FARC look like.  None mentioned seeing any at any time between Feb. 19 and 21, except for the one who was shot by the Army while he was visiting his daughter.

7. The version offered by the Army is not credible.  Here is why:

a. They lost credibility by first giving out a story that was patently incredible (the two-days’ march story)

b. They have presented two “guerrillas” who they claim will testify that Luis Eduardo Guerra was about to quit the Peace Community and thus was killed by the FARC. But Luis Eduardo had only weeks before his murder spoken to Vice-president Santos on behalf of the Community on two occasions.



        c.    At least one of these “guerrillas” (Elkin Tuberquia) talked to our 



   delegation last June and told us of being beaten and tortured by 



   Colonel Duque at 17th Brigade headquarters.  

d.  A Spanish NGO has a recent tape made by Luis Eduardo Guerra 
only a few weeks before his death in which he sets forth his plans 
for    the Peace Community

e
.General Fandino claimed that the Peace Community e-mailed 

details about the atrocities before the Fiscalia dug up the bodies, 
which he insists were buried very deep. He thinks that proves that 
the Peace Community knew in advance that the victims would be 
killed, mutilated and buried.

f.
That isn’t true.  Several witnesses arrived in San Jose on the 
evening of Wednesday, February 23.  They had found the bodies 
of the Bolivar family covered with cacao brush and a little dirt.  
The e-mails weren’t sent until Thursday, February 24.  The e-mail 
says Luis Eduardo and his family were captured by soldiers from 
the11th Brigade at about 11 am on Monday, February 21.  A 
witness saw that.  We talked to him.

g..Contrary to General Fandino’s claim, the Thursday, 8:21am e-
mail does not say that Luis Eduardo’s body has been found. 
Because a witness saw him and his family taken away by the 
Army, and heard him yell, the witness and the sender of the e-mail 
reached the reasonable conclusion that the soldiers had killed them.

What is the best way to make sure that the Colombian government responds adequately?

What should be the position of the US government?

What will happen to their property?

Will they be treated as displaced persons under applicable Colombian law?

If not, how can they retain their property?

If yes, will the law be applied fairly and promptly?

II. From meetings with the agencies listed below, we confirm that 

There is a campaign of stigma against the peace community, by
The Mayor and Council of Apartado

The Antioquia Governor’s office

The Army

The Police

III. Accounts of the massacre

A. Published accounts

1. CAMBIO  No. 610, March 7-14, 2005

2. EL TIEMPO, Jesus Abad Colorado, Easter Sunday, March 27

B. Formal reports (not yet available to the public)

1. Report, interviews with a group of embassy representatives in Bogota by the  international observers who accompanied the group of 100 from the Community to the site of the massacre. CSN believes a lot of statements were taken in this visit. CSN has followed up with Jerome Hohman, US Embassy Human Rights Officer, by e-mail, requesting information as to whether a report exists.  

2. Report from UN HCHR office.  This could only be released to the Colombian Government at its request.  The Procurador told us that he had requested it and that request is within his authority.  So by now it should have been released.
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