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We introduced ourselves and listed our concerns:  the massacre, the presence of the police, the retention of land rights, Wilmar Durango, and soldiers stealing at checkpoints and breaking into people’s houses and taking their food, tools, and animals.

He said he had not previously heard complaints about stealing by the Army.  He hoped we could give him more details.

He had heard about the land problem.  He has told the police not to let anyone take over the vacant houses in San Jose.

Altogether he has made six visits to San Jose, taking part in the negotiations that were ordered by the Inter-American Court.  The government has always talked about the need for a police station.

He said he had proposed the presence of community police and offered the Peace Community a chance to help train them.

He thinks there is a process of negotiation with the owner of the property that was taken by the police.

He wanted the Peace Community to work with the municipal officials.  He also wanted offices of the Defensoria, Procuraduria and Fiscalia to be in the town and then they could watch the police.  

He said the government offered meetings every 2 months so that the members of the Peace Community could state any complaints they had about the presence of the police.  In December they were ready to agree with the police station but the community wanted some difficult conditions.  The police could not buy anything at the stores.  The police could not have any relation with the community members.

Last year nearly 40 people were arrested, killed in combat or demobilized in the whole of Apartado.  There were more than 20 land mine accidents.  Nine people were killed by the bomb in Apartado.  Mr. Franco said the investigation with who placed the bomb pointed to one of the people set free with Elkin Tuberquia when he was set free after being arrested.  The other two turned themselves in.  They also turned in uniforms and rifles.

Then in August there was the grenade that exploded in the house of Luis Eduardo Guerra.

So, he said, there is a series of facts, plus some others he has not told us. Thus the Government decided it would be best to have the police in San Jose. This is because the State is responsible to the Inter-American Court for what happens in San Jose, he said.
The Government thought that the presence of the police would improve understanding between the authorities and the community.

Mr. Franco said that Luis Eduardo Guerra was not the negotiator, although the Peace Community told us that he was.  
The Government had planned to put the police station near San Jose, Mr. Franco said. He said they thought that the explosion and Elkin’s confession were enough to require a police station.  In 2003, he said ambiguously, kidnappings were being negotiated within the community.   

He said the Colombian State has a lot of debts to the Peace Community.  They have been neglectful, but now they are doing better.  They have captured the killers of Yorbelis Restrepo.  The Community cannot demand protection without cooperating.

Wilmar was a member of the community.  Then he joined the AUC.  When the Peace Community denounced the holdup, they didn’t accuse Wilmar Durango until much later.  Wilmar will be arrested soon because of the threat he made against the driver of the vehicle that carried the bodies of the massacre victims.

Mr. Franco said he doubts that Wilmar has ever been a police informer and he does not believe Wilmar ever wore a police uniform.  He (Carlos Franco) has told both the Police and the Army not to hang out with Wilmar.

He immediately sent the Fiscalia human rights staff when the Community requested it.  He sent the same unit that caught the soldiers who killed the 3 union leaders in Arauca.  The Fiscalia went there again last week.  They really want to find out the truth about the massacre.

It would be best to have the police in San Jose along with the organs of control (Defensoria, Fiscalia, and Procuraduria).  He blames all of the problems on the geographic situation of San Jose, but he does not think re-enforcing the separation would be a solution.

CSN asked about the statements given to Embassy representatives (See El Tiempo, March, 05) and whether he had access to them.

He said they have done a lot for the Peace Community.  In 2 1/2 years, there have been no paramilitaries, he said. In 2003 a child was killed and a captain has been charged.  In 2004 there was the grenade episode and the murder of Yorbelis, Two drivers have been killed and no one has been caught.  He thinks relations between the Peace Community were definitely improving until the massacre.  

He said the declarations blaming the Army were given too early.  As far as the statements given to the diplomatic representatives, he did not know they had received testimony.  It does not do any good if it isn’t given to the Fiscalia, he said.
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