NOTES, CSN Delegation Interview with massacre Witness #3, April 19, 2005

The witness  said he has escaped death 4 times.  He is very young.
On Thursday, February 17, he went down to San Jose from the hamlet called La Linda. That takes about 40 minutes. He talked to people in San Jose. He said he was going to Mulatos to pick up cacao. The witness said he spoke to Luis Eduardo, who said: “I’m going on Saturday.”  On Saturday afternoon, Luis Eduardo arrived , while the witness was working.  

On Sunday they wanted to go to Luis Eduardo’s farm, so they went to look for the horses. The dogs were barking, and they heard shooting from Las Nieves, so they stayed in the house all day with Luis Eduardo and others. The witness and Luis Eduardo decided not to go out to the cacao farm but they did go to the river to fish and to cut some plantains.  They left the river about 7 in the evening.

They ran into a neighbor and asked  “How’s everything?”.The neighbor said the whole are is full of the Army, in Cristalina, La Union,  and Las Nieves.  That day  they had heard shots in Las Nieves and at noon had heard a helicopter land. Luis Eduardo said,"That is the Army. Who knows what they have done there!"

Monday in the morning they heard on the radio that the Army had killed a guerrilla named Machorucio. They ate breakfast. They took a packed  lunch with them and were ready to return to San Jose, when Luis Eduardo suggested they go to Cantarrana instead to harvest cacao.

About 8 a.m. Luis Eduardo and the others left for Cantarrana. Our witness said, "If we see the Army here I am not going to Cantarrana. If they surprise us , I will be quiet." If they asked about the guerrillas,  he said they would tell them they had not seen anything of them. They went along the Mulatos riverbank talking and laughing.
From a distance our witness said he saw a uniformed man straight ahead, going up a hill. "It is the Army" he said to Luis Eduardo, who said, " We are going there". Then our witness said he saw another Army soldier closer. Our witness said the soldier held up his rifle and said, "Stop, don't run!” When he said this, several other soldiers came out of the brush.

Then our witness said he saw Luis Eduardo raise his hand.  He said he told Luis Eduardo he would not run and Bellanira asked the witness what he was going to do and he said nothing. But as the soldiers came closer, he decided to run. He said as the soldiers drew near he saw they wore green berets, which the Army uses. The soldiers hollered," Grab him! Grab him!"  Then he heard one of those who had been with him say "Ay," Ay" and he said he thought to himself that the Army soldiers were beating that person. He kept fleeing through the hills (monte).

At 2:30 p.m. he arrived at Alfonso Bolivar's house. He told Alfonso Bolivar that the Army was coming. He told them, "They got Luis Eduardo and his wife and his child".  Bolivar said things are bad and our witness said yes.Alfonso Bolivar was eating lunch with some workers. One of them, Alejandro was going to tell his wife that the Army was coming so that she would know that.Bolivar told him “OK, but finish eating first and then go.” A short while later, Alejandro left  going downhill. He reached a point like a corner when the witness said they heard some shots. Then our witness told us he said "Boys let's run. It is the Army". And they begun to run and from above the house the Army soldiers shouted at them to stop running. They heard sounds and were frightened, but kept running until all met again. Our witness said he thought “Thank God nothing has happened to us”. 

Then Alfonso Bolivar told them that soldiers had killed or injured his wife because he saw her when she fell, her head covered with blood, on some straw on the floor. He said he saw her fall. Our witness said he told Bolivar that maybe it was just his imagination, but Bolivar said he was going to go back to see what had happened. 

The witness said he  told Bolivar to go back the next day, but Bolivar turned back right away. Our witness then ran on with the other workers and said he told them that he was afraid, and they would sleep up in the hills (monte).

The next day, having heard that Bolivar might not have gone back to his home, our witness returned with the other workers very carefully to Bolivar's house. They found blood where Bolivar had said he saw his wife fall, and blood elsewhere in the house. 

Our witness said that the soldiers who had come to Alfonso’s house were the same ones who took Luis Eduardo.  The others asked “How do you know?” 

He said, “Because those are Luis Eduardo’s horses over there.”  
After looking for Alfonso Bolivar and his family for quite a while they were about to leave when our witness saw a high stack of cacao branches which appeared suspicious.  

When our witness went to see what this was, he said he and the others saw freshly moved soil and they knew that people were buried there. 

They wondered, “What should we do?  We know they are buried here.”  They went up in  the hills ( monte).  They slept in a house that they found..  
The next day our witness thought about going with one of the others to San Jose to tell the Peace Community what had happened. But he decided instead to go back to see what had become of the people in the house he had left that morning. As he did so, the next day, he began to see helicopters and so returned to where his companions were. There were 4 families. The next day they saw helicopters in La Resbalosa. They spent the next 15 days in the hills, fishing in the river for food, and going up into the hills during the day.

Finally the witness  said, “I can’t stand it any more.”  On a Tuesday he walked to a place where he could buy a little food:  a kilo of cheese and some brown sugar.  He slept in the hills. Then at 6AM he started walking and he got to San Jose on March 9.  Some of the people that had just been threatened in the hills were there.  He thought the “lost families” would be OK.
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