NOTES

Interview with Witness #4  San Josecito, Monday afternoon, April 18, 2005

The witness is a relative of a massacre victim.  He is very young.  He is kind of afraid and does not want his face shown. He said that he, Alfonso Bolivar and two others had been working in the cocoa bean fields in the morning and come into Bolivar’s home for lunch. They were just finishing lunch and preparing to go back in the fields, when a relative of Luis Eduardo’s arrived at the house and told them that the paramilitaries were coming and the Army soldiers were with them. He said they were scared but they thought they would go on working.  He said they were just ready to go back to the fields when they  heard shooting nearby. He said they walked out of the house and the soldiers saw them and started shooting. He said, “They were trying to kill us.  We took off running.”
 The witness told us he heard Bolivar’s wife screaming, “The children.” He said he could hear the children crying.  He told us, “That’s all I heard.  I ran for it.  That night we slept out in the hills.”
The witness said the next day he and the others went back to Alfonso’s farm to see if they could find Bolivar and his family.  Nobody was in the house.  There was blood all over.  There was blood in the living room. Our witness said he figured they killed them with machetes, because there were small pieces of the flesh of the children.  There were children’s clothes and Bolivar’s wife bloody clothes.  

Our witness said he believed they must be dead. He and the others looked around but could not find anyone.  He told us he thinks Bolivar’s wife was raped, because they found her blouse and footprints and it appeared she had been tied.  There was also blood on the mattresses.

The witness said they found a pole with Alfonso’s shirt on it.  He said he told his friends that he thought Alfonso had been killed.  They said no, but he said “I am sure they are dead.”.
They found a shallow grave. The bodies were covered with a little earth and a lot of cacao brush that Alfonso had cut from the cacao trees. He saw Alfonso’s body first.  It was cut into pieces.  He said it was very painful for him to see his relative cut up like that.  

The witness said the grave was about 70 meters from the house.  It was in the cacao field.  The bodies were also covered with blankets.  They found a place full of blood where the killers probably had cut them up.

Our witness said the Army and the paramilitaries were the same. He, himself did not see them.  The people who came to warn Alfonso did see them.  They are very afraid and they have all gone to other towns to work.  
He said the FARC guerrillas are present in the area, but he did not see any of them in the place were the shooting took place that day.
He said he used to ask Alfonso, “What are you going to do?”  He said, “I won’t run.  I don’t owe anyone anything.”

Our  witness said that the witness who fled at Luis Eduardo’s capture was the one who came and warned them. They all heard the shots and said, “Run, Run, Run.”  They saw the dirt fly from the bullets.

Alfonso ran too. They told Alfonso not to go back but he heard his wife calling so he went back.  He said to them, “Come with me,” but they didn’t.  They were too scared.
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