CSN Notes, Interview with Witness #5, a person who was part of the search team
April  19, 2005,  San Josecito

The witness said that those who were in San Jose learned of the killings on Wednesday evening, February 23. The witness had walked with a group of about 100 members of the Peace Community as a search committee up to the massacre site, where they found the corpses.  
Alfonso Bolivar had a fairly big cacao farm.  This is cacao country and there is lots and lots of cacao. Our witness said, “When the bodies were found, there were signs of cuts on Bolivar’s  wife (Sandra) and on the laborer, but they were not totally dismembered.”  
In the witness’ opinion, the Army is trying to create mass displacement of the people.

The witness told us that ‘The Fiscalia who worked on the exhumation of the bodies  said that the torture cuts were the same type as those seen on the bodies of the victims in the massacre at Mapiripan.”
The witness also said ‘”Everyone knows that the contraguerrilla battalions are the craziest of all the soldiers.  They are recruited for craziness.”  When the witness met them in the hills as part of the search committee, the witness was afraid that they would ignore their officers and just fire at the gathering of people.

The search committee left at 5 a.m. on Thursday morning, February 24.  There were about 100 in all when they all joined.  They were walking single file at one point and this witness counted them.  They went as 3 groups.  The groups were to meet at Buenos Aires.  There were men, women, children, old people, and pregnant women.

One of the women fell behind and got lost, and she is the one who found Deiner’s head.  She retraced her steps then and found the group but it took a lot of time.  They sent a group down right away to watch the bodies, because they had already been so damaged by birds and animals.

The first group got to the farm by about 4 p.m.  Some children had run ahead and the soldiers almost killed them.  Our witness observed a lot of tension between the 2 groups of soldiers at the farm.  A big group of soldiers surrounded the first batch of civilians to arrive and pointed machine guns at them.  Someone yelled that they were civilians with babies and old people.  Those soldiers did not back down until Captain Gordillo from the other unit yelled at them repeatedly.  Finally they obeyed.

There were lots of helicopters. Representatives of the Fiscalia, who arrived while the search committee was there,  looked at Alfonso Bolivar’s house.  It had been ransacked.  There was a big pool of blood and a bloody axe.  There were machete cuts in the mattresses, furniture, everything.
The Fiscalia did not finish the investigation because it became late in the day.  They left for Carepa at 5 p.m. on Friday.  They carried a great deal of evidence with them in bags.  The soldiers took a great number of photos, including posing each other next to the body bags and next to the ransacked and bloody house.

The witness understands that regular Army soldiers are not allowed to carry machetes, but they are frequently seen carrying them.

