The Path of Terror
Sent by the San Jose de Apartado Peace Community On March 1, 2005
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At 9:30 in the morning on February 19, 2005 soldiers of  the 17th Brigade of the Colombian Army arrived at the hamlet of La Esperanza, which is located an hour and a half from Nueva Antioquia and five hours from San Jose de Apartado.  Once there they detained Alberto Vargas, whom they accused of being a guerilla sympathizer.  After insulting him, they let him go.  On Sunday February 20 the same brigade arrived in the hamlet of Las Nieves.  At 6 a.m. they came in shooting as they entered the house of Gladys Guzman Palacios, who was there with her 4 year old daughter Diana.  In the field they found the father of the child who was visiting and who was a militia man of the FARC.  Those shots resulted in the death of the militiaman and the wounding of little Diana.  She is now in a hospital in Apartado. 


Later the soldiers of the brigade marched from the hamlet of Mulatos, through the Mulatos River, and on up into the hills.  There they found Luis Eduardo Guerra, his brother, Luis Eduardo’s partner Bellanira and his son Deiner, who where coming from the house of Luis’ stepmother.  Earlier that morning Luis Eduardo and the others had started out to  harvest cacao from Luis Eduardo ‘s farm near Macho Solo.  On Saturday February 19 Luis Eduardo  had come from San Jose to Mulatos  with his son Deiner.  He had planned on returning on Monday the 21st in order to take his son to Medellin.  Deiner was to receive medical treatment for his leg, which was injured in August of 2004 from the explosion of a grenade which was left abandoned by the Army.  Luis  Eduardo and his family had not been able to leave San Jose for fear of the Army, which surrounded the area.

At 8:30 a.m. Luis Eduardo and his group were detained by troops of the 17  Brigade,  which had come up  the  Mulatos River.  Luis Eduardo’ brother decided to run and he escaped, but Luis Eduardo, his partner Bellanira and his son Deiner were taken to the shore of the river, were they were beaten and then butchered.The machete used to murder them was left with their bodies.


After the murders the Army troops went to the farm in Resbalosa of Alfonso Bolivar, where they arrived at around noon.  In the house they found Alfonso, his wife Sandra, their 6 year old daughter Natalia, their 18 month old son Santiago, and two workers who were in from the field. At the same time two youths from the lower part of Resbalosa were approaching the house from about 50 meters away.  The Army simultaneously opened fire on the youths and the house.  The two youths took off running but one of them, Alejandro, fell.  Alfonso and the two workers ran from the house and escaped, but Sandra was left in the house wounded where she screamed for the Army  not  to do anything to the children.  When Alfonso heard the shouts of his wife, he told the two field workers that he would prefer to return to the house and die together with his children.  Alfonso returned home.

The families from Mulatos and Resbalosa remained incommunicado owing to the strong presence of the Army and the helicopter bombings which took place from 1 to 2 pm on February 22.  Starting Sunday, the Army was present in Buenos Aires, Chontalito, Mulatos Medio, Mulatos Cabecera, El Barro, Las Nieves, Alto Bonito, Arenas Bajas, and La Balsa.


The people who managed to escape murder decided to go back to San Jose in order to tell the townspeople what had happened, which they did on February 23 at 4:30 p m.  With the knowledge of what happened, the community created a Commission on February 25.  The Commission was made up of 110 people from the community accompanied by PBI, FOR and the Corporacion Juridica Libertad.

The Commission got to Alfonso Bolivar’s house in Resbalosa at noon.  There they found blood, a woman’s hair, and the initials of the AUC (United Self Defense Forces of Colombia i.e. paramilitaries) and of the Counter Guerilla Battalion 33.  They made recordings and searched the area.  In the cacao field some 60 meters from the house they found two graves.

After they had been at the Bolivar home for only 15 minutes, the Army arrived and accused the community delegation of being guerrillas and ordered everybody to the ground.  The people replied that they were not guerrillas and that they would not get down.  Shortly thereafter people from the offices of the prosecuting attorney (Fiscalia), procurator (Procuraduria) ,and Ombudsman (Defensoria) arrived.  The Army continued to surround the delegation, taking their pictures and filming them.  They continued to accuse the people of being guerrillas and asked for the names of those in the delegation.  The people complained about this to the Commander of the troops and the others, who did absolutely nothing.  The Army said that it was fortunate for the Community that they arrived so quickly, or else  there would have been a bigger “sweeping” (massacre).

Not until 3 p.m. were the bodies taken out of  the graves. There they found the bodies of Alfonso, his wife, his 6 year old daughter, his 18 month old son, and Alejandro Perez.  The corpses were completely dismembered, with head and other extremities detached from the torso.  Every body part had been chopped up by machete into 2 or 3 pieces.


Since Luis Eduardo was not found in the graves, the community decided to go and search for him.  Following the trail of the buzzards that were flying over the Mulatos River, they found the bodies at 6 p.m.  The fiscal and procurador said that they would pick up the bodies early the next day (February 26), however neither showed up.  In the meantime, the community remained with the bodies so that the buzzards could not continue eating them.

In the face of the infamy and the disdain by the killers and their mockery of the community, and with the pain and effort of the community, they decided to bring the bodies back on February 27. At 6 p.m. on the February  26, the Army arrived at the place where Luis Eduardo’s and his family’s bodies were found.  After the soldiers had signaled amongst themselves, one of them grabbed the machete that had murdered Luis Eduardo, washed it in the river, raised it up and announced before 42 members of the Community that that was the machete they use for beheadings, and then he took the machete with him.

At around 6:30 p.m., the Community told the Army that they were going to search for the families in the surrounding area, including that of Luis Eduardo’s stepmother, and take them with them.

On Sunday February 28 a group of people from the community went to the home of Luis Eduardo’s stepmother.  When they arrived, they found that the Army was already there and tried to prevent the Community members from entering the house.  In spite of insults from the Army, the members of the Community  were able to reach the home and meet the family.  In the house they found “Counter Guerilla No. 33” written on the walls and began taking pictures.  When the Army soldiers saw this, they began erasing the letters.

The soldiers told the community delegation not to take the family with them, because the family wanted to stay with the army.  At which point the step- mother of Luis Eduardo said no, she wanted to go.


Luis Eduardo’s stepmother along with 8 others had not been able to leave her house since 3 p.m. on Monday the 21.  They had been prohibited from moving by the Army troops that surrounded the area of the house.  During that time the soldiers accused the family of being guerillas and said that they were going to kill them.  They said that the family were helpers and collaborators of the guerillas and that they, the Army, had come to bring an end to all of that with a “cleansing”.  The family protested that this was false and that they were neither guerillas nor helpers of the guerillas.

On February 22 members of the military called to Luis Eduardo’s step- mother and asked her if she knew Luis Eduardo Guerra, a member of the Community’s Internal Council.  She said yes he was her stepson, and that she had raised him from the time he was little.  One soldier replied that they had killed that  guerilla son-of-a-bitch along with two other guerillas in combat near the river, and that they had killed them with weapons in their hands.The stepmother said that this was a lie, and  that they were not guerillas.  She said that Luis Eduardo left at 8 a.m. on Monday and that he had only taken with him bags for carrying cacao.  The soldiers told her to shut up.  Next they asked her if she knew an Alfonso Bolivar.  When she said yes, the members of the military responded that they had killed him too, along with some children.  They claimed that they were guerillas, and that they had had combat with them and that they were now dead.  The stepmother and her family were terrified and remained silent.

On that same Tuesday the 22nd, the military told the family not to tell lies.  They said that everybody who lived in that area was a guerilla and they had to be finished off.  The soldiers claimed to know  that the Community was organizing to return to the hamlet of La Esperanza, which the Community had organized, and that that son-of-a-bitch community was all guerillas. They threatened to continue killing and that they would go to San Jose to kill several leaders and other people there. They said that they must continue with the “sweeping” of the hamlets until they were finished with all of those Community sons-of--bitches. They said they had been unable to do so because of the gringos (Americans) and  the nuns, but that they knew how they had to kill the people.

On Wednesday February 23,  the Army began digging trenches near Luis Eduardo’s stepmother’s house, supposedly searching for arms. Later they said that  this was where they would bury the people.  On Sunday the 28, when members of the Community arrived there, the army soldiers told those in the house that it was by pure luck that they had escaped being killed.

On March 1 a new  Community Commission was  formed. The Commission was made up of 110 people and divided into two groups; one in the hamlet of La Esperanza and the other in Las Nieves. They were formed in order to search for some missing families, who were later found.  


In the same way,  the driver of a public service vehicle, a Mr. Otalivar Triana, was taken to the bus terminal in the early morning hours and put aboard a bus by a man who told him that he must leave San Jose in less than 24 hours or they would kill him.  When Mr. Triana asked why, he was told that Wilmar Durango, a paramilitary who works with the Police and Army, had ordered him killed for helping to transport the members of the Peace Community and for transporting the corpses of their fellow community members.  


The local and national media have become misinformed about the facts of the murders, even though the Community delegates and Father Javier have made clear what has happened.  The declarations by the Minister of Defense are worrisome when he says that there were no military operations in the area in the days when the massacres took place.  This is false.  One cannot forget the bombings, the bullet- riddled homes or the report that they themselves made about a dead guerilla.  In all of the hamlets there exists a military presence, such as is the case in the hamlets where the massacres occurred.  


The Minister has said that they will place a Police Station in San Jose, that the Community had never given an answer to this proposal, and that it is for the Community’s protection.  This is a lie, because in December 2004 Luis Eduardo himself delivered to Vice President Santos the answer from the Community.  Again, in the last week of January 2005 Luis Eduardo and other Community delegates met with the Vice President to discuss the matter.  For many days now we have been public about the proposal we made on this topic.


The Minister also lied when he said that it was the community’s fault for not accepting the government forces.  Uraba, like nowhere else in Colombia, has a large presence of public forces.  What we demand is that there be no government forces in the places where we live, such as San Jose, La Union and Arenas.  We have always demanded the permanent presence of the procurador’ s office and the defensor’s office.  We have asked for this and put it into writing for the Vice President and the proper government institutions during meetings to negotiate the provisional measures ordered by the Interamerican Court.  Again the victim is made the victimizer and the victimizer is made the victim.

Government agents from Antioquia have stated through the media that they will put a police station in San Jose.  They have also said that Luis Eduardo was leaving  the community and that other dead community members had ties to the guerrillas  It is evident that this lie is intended to cloak their impunity and destroy our processes.

We urgently ask for international and national solidarity in demanding that the government respect our processes and do not put police stations in places where people live in the Community.  We demand an end to the stigmatization of the Community by the government.  We ask for support in the humanitarian zones of the hamlets in order to stop the displacement, the assassinations, and the bombings of peasant families.  We demand that a commission be created to evaluate justice and impunity in the cases from San Jose.  

The brazen acts of the Army show the horror of their actions.  All of their acts are evidence of their plan to exterminate us and our leaders.  Luis Eduardo told his stepmother before he left the house on the morning of his murder that he was going to work and resist in order to create a different world.  With that said, he left the farm of his stepmother in Mulatos.  The terror and death at the hands of the Army were waiting to take his life and spill his blood, blood which from now on will be a living source of inspiration, hope and strength forever for our Community.

His last words are a legacy that now more than ever we must follow: civil resistance and staying true to our principles.  We will not concede even if we have to displace ourselves in the face of the Police and the Army within our Community, even if they keep killing us or even if they keep slandering us.
We believe in a new world where we will be respected and where we can live with dignity.
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