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Colombia Support Network
PO Box 1505
Madison, WI 53701 

Phone: +1 (608) 257-8753
Fax: +1 (608) 255-6621
Email: csn@igc.org
Madison,  June 26, 2005

Senator

RUSS  FEINGOLD

Washington D. C.

Dear Senator Feingold:

The enclosed report presents the results of our recent delegation, which visited San Jose de Apartado, Medellin and Bogota from April 17 – 26, 2005. This fact-finding delegation had the sensitive role of investigating the massacre of Peace Community leaders and their families in the hamlet of Mulatos near San Jose on February 21, 2005 and preparing the enclosed report in our findings. 


We appreciate very much the support you have given to the Colombia Support Network throughout the years and the trust you have placed in us to provide you with information upon which you can rely in deliberating what the US Government policy toward Colombia should be. Your letter of support was very important to us in obtaining access to Colombian government officials to discuss the events in San Jose de Apartado with them.


We ask that you circulate our report to the other members of the Foreign Relations Committee. As you know, CSN has as its principal purpose to bring the reality of the situation in Colombia to the attention of the leaders of our government, particularly the U.S. Congress, so that U. S. policy toward Colombia may serve the best interests both of the U.S. people and of the Colombian people. We hope you will also consider having this report placed in the Congressional Record.


As you will see, our report finds clear evidence that the Colombian Army was the moving force behind the San Jose Peace Community 
Massacre. The Army actively collaborated with paramilitary forces in carrying out its attack on the Peace Community. The massacre we investigated was a part of a policy of bringing death and destruction to a vibrant peasant community, which of course is also a part of our sister community relationship with Apartado.


However, the collaboration of the Colombian Army with paramilitary forces in killing and displacing peasant communities from their lands is not unique to San Jose de Apartado. It is happening throughout Colombia.


Our report reflects the reality of the threats which the policies of the Colombian government present to rural communities throughout Colombia. These are policies which our government has supported through massive aid to the Colombian government.  We hope this report may be useful to you and your colleagues in the Senate who seek to establish a new more constructive U. S. government policy toward Colombia.




Sincerely,
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JOHN I. LAUN






President, CSN

Colombia Support Network
PO Box 1505
Madison, WI 53701 

Phone: +1 (608) 257-8753
Fax: +1 (608) 255-6621
Email: csn@igc.org
Madison,  June 26, 2005

Senator

HERB KOHL

Washington D. C.

Dear Senator Kohl;


The enclosed report presents the results of our recent delegation, which visited San Jose de Apartado, Medellin and Bogota from April 17 – 26, 2005. This fact-finding delegation had the sensitive role of investigating the massacre of Peace Community leaders and their families in the hamlet of Mulatos near San Jose on February 21, 2005 and preparing the enclosed report in our findings. 


We appreciate very much the support you have given to the Colombia Support Network throughout the years and the interest you have shown in having us provide you with information upon which you can rely in deliberating what the US Government policy toward Colombia should be. Your letter of support was very important to us in obtaining access to Colombian government officials to discuss the events in San Jose de Apartado with them.


We ask that you circulate our report to the other members of the Appropriations Committee. As you know, CSN has as its principal purpose to bring the reality of the situation in Colombia to the attention of the leaders of our government, particularly the U.S. Congress, so that U. S. policy toward Colombia may serve the best interests both of the U.S. people and of the Colombian people. 


As you will see, our report finds clear evidence that the Colombian Army was the moving force behind the San Jose Peace Community Massacre. The Army actively collaborated with paramilitary forces in 
carrying out its attack on the Peace Community. The massacre we investigated was a part of a policy of bringing death and destruction to a vibrant peasant community, which of course is also a part of our sister community relationship with Apartado.


However, the collaboration of the Colombian Army with paramilitary forces in killing and displacing peasant communities from their lands is not unique to San Jose de Apartado. It is happening throughout Colombia.


Our report reflects the reality of the threats which the policies of the Colombian government present to rural communities throughout Colombia. These are policies which our government has supported through massive aid to the Colombian government.  We hope this report may be useful to you and your colleagues in the Senate who seek to establish a new more constructive U. S. government policy toward Colombia.




Sincerely,







JOHN I. LAUN






President, CSN

Colombia Support Network
PO Box 1505
Madison, WI 53701 

Phone: +1 (608) 257-8753
Fax: +1 (608) 255-6621
Email: csn@igc.org
Madison, June 26, 2005

US Representative

TAMMY BALDWIN

2nd  Wisconsin District

Washington D.C.

Dear Tammy:


We enclose with this letter a copy of the report prepared by the fact-finding delegation we sent to Apartado in April. We very much appreciate the letter you provided to us to support this delegation; it was instrumental in our obtaining access to Colombian government officials to whom we need to talk.


Your support for CSN throughout the period of our existence has been of fundamental importance for our work. Unfortunately the level of violence in our sister community of Apartado, and particularly the Peace Community of San Jose de Apartado, has not substantially changed since you visited Apartado, including San Jose, with our CSN sister community delegation in 1993.


As our report reflects, the massacre of Luis Eduardo Guerra, who visited Madison as one of the most effective spokespersons for the Peace Community of San Jose, and of other Peace Community family members, is a most serious attack on the community. President Uribe, whose government has supported paramilitary "reinsertion" into civilian society with impunity, has taken a threatening position against the Peace Community of San Jose.


We ask that you help us in bringing our recommendations to the attention of other members of Congress. The “reinsertion” proposal of the Uribe government effectively supports impunity for drug-trafficking paramilitaries, whose collaboration with the Colombian Army in the 
Apartado region is documented in the enclosed report. We need to change U.S. policy toward Colombia and work effectively for peace with justice in Colombia. Our government must oppose impunity for drug-trafficking paramilitaries.  We ask for your help and support in this effort.


Sincerely,

JOHN I. LAUN






President, CSN

