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The Paramilitization of Urab6
By Daniel Bland

(Published Originally in Colombia Hoy)

Maria Elena lost her mother and sister on February 2L, six
days after the Protocol II agreement of the Geneva conven-
tions, established to respect the neutrality of the civilian popu-
lation in a country's armed conflict, was officially signed into
force in Colombia. She lives in the tiny hamlet of Las Casas,
half an hour northeast of the town of Turbo in the department
of Antioquia.

"The paramilitaries arrived at about 10:30 and came directly
to our house. They grabbed my mother and sister, tied their
hands and threw them on the floor. They were guerrillas, they
said, and for guerrillas they had a special treatment." Maria
Elena paused to clear her throat and wipe her eyes. "They
dragged them out and off 100 yards or so. We were too afraid
to even go out. When we did, we found their bodies. They
had cut their heads off and opened their stomachs up with
machetes. As they left they said we had six months to leave;
that they'd be back to bum what and whoever was Ieft."

Strategic Importance of Urabii

With access by land and water to the Pacific Ocean, the
Caribbean and through the Darien gap to Central America, the
Urabd region in northwestem Colombia is as strategic a zone as
exists anywhere in Colombia. The region is rich and fertile;
bananas grown in central Urabd generated US$400 million h
1995, in addition to rubber and hardwood exports, and there
are half a million head of cattle grazing in northern Urab6.
Hundreds of millions of dollars worth of contraband, arms
and drugs in particular, enter and leave Colombia each year
through the Gulf of Urab6. Legal and illegal economic interests
are at the root of a vicious paramilitary campaign to wipe out
the guerrilla presence, real or perceived, in the entire Urab6
region.

Paramilitary Violence in Turbo, Urabd

Turbo, a town of 65,000 on the Gulf of Urabd, and the
Panamerican highway have been dominated by the cor,ra p"g" z
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Gloria Cuartas (R), Mayor of Apartad6, visited Wisconsin in
April 1995. Here she is greeted by Sister Maureen McDonnell
at Edgewood College. Mayor Cuartas was named'Colombian
Woman of the Yea/ in March -- and in April had assassins
stalking her because of her opposition to violence.

U.S. Communities Mobilize to Support Peace in Colombia
Reign of Terror in Apart ad6;

Mayor Cuartas Threatened by Gunmen
This spring and summer have been quite tense, from our vantage

point in Madison, Wisconsin, as we have received disheartening
phone calls from Apartad6 where the reign of terror by paramilitary
gunmen has increased.

Easter evening,r'/7 /96) we spoke with Gloria Cuartas: "On
Wednesday evening, paramilitary gurunen, firing indiscrimately from
a pickup truck, murdered 11 people in the Policarpa neighborhood.
Easter Thursday and Friday were horrible." Minutes before, she had
gotten a call saying two trucks full of armed men were driving
around Apartad6.

Gloria Cuartas has spoken out and criticized the Colombian
Government for refusing to stop the violence in Apartad6. She said
what many suspected all along - the the paramilitary death squads
are funded by some cattle ranchers and banana plantation owners, in
alliance with druglord Fidel Castano.

On April 9, we received word that 3 assassins (El Tigre, El Burro
and El Alacran) were in Apartad6 with the explicit mission of mur-
dering Gloria Cuartas, with a 50 million peso (-$US50,000) contract
out on her. CSN immediately issued an urgent (Continued on page 5)



paramilitaries since mid-1.995. Since thery
according to a priest in one of the town's
three parishes, there have been about 10
disappearances a week and bodies are
found almost every morning along the
road leading out of town and on to
Apartad6.

"That fust moming, we woke up and
most of the businesses had been painted
during the night with graffiti announcing
the arrival of the paramilitaries (ACCU).
Bushesses are forced to pay a tax to the
paramilitaries. Because one of the
paramilitary leaders in the town is an ex-
guerrilla, the group knows everyone who
used to pay the guerrilla tax. The fami-
lies and friends of those who did so 'sol-
untarily'have all been killed or have left.

ACCU Paramilitary group
The ACCU (Autodefensas Campesinas

of Cord6ba and Urab6, or Peasant Self-
defense League of Cord6ba and Urab6)
were created in the late 1980's by million-
aire landowner Fidel Castaflo. Working
closely with military and police officers,
they soon dominated the department.
Today, Fidel and his brother Carlos
command a paramilitary army estimated
at between 1,000 and 1,200 and have
their sights set on Urabd.

Resistance in One Town
Punta de Piedra is a tiny community

of 60 living in 15 or 20 shacks. The resi
dents are people who were displaced
from their previous town late last year.
Most of them built shacks with wood
retrieved from the houses they left
behind.

On February L2, the paramilitaries
arrived again: "They came early, one of
them wearing a hood, and said that two
of us had to go with them. We told then
no; that we knew the two men had noth-
ing to do with the guerrilla and that we
wouldn't let them go. After more discus-
sion and threats of returning to take more
of us, they left."

This example of a community's
courage and resistance to the paramili-
taries spread by word of mouth through-
out the area and the next Sunday in
churches throughout Turbo sermons
touched on the case. "Don't turn off
your lights and shut your doors when
they come. If it's your neighbor one
day, it could be you the next." Posters
put up in the back of churches

proclaimed:'Solidarity! Your indiffer-
ence makes you an accomplice.'

Prosperity of Towns
Conholled by Paramilitaries

This desolate panorama changes
abruptly in El Totumo,20 minutes fur-
ther up the coast. Sunday moming in the
town of 2,000 is alive with music, chil-
dren playing and three Protestant
churches in full swing. A huge graffiti is
visible upon entering the town "Sapos
(informants) - we'll kill you one by one.
fust wait and see. ACCU." The town is
prosperous compared to the others fru-
ther down the road and under complete
control of the paramilitaries. Those who
haven't left or been killed are now with
them.

Paramilitary Strategies
According to analysts of the paramili-

tary strategy in Urabii, the groups oper-
ate in predictable, military like fashion as
they sweep through the countryside.
"They arrive in large groups, almost
always with several hooded individuals.
First, they capture a number of residents,
accusing them of being or collaborating
with the guerrillas. Then they announce
their intention to'clean up'the zone,
order all businesses closed and tell
anyone disagreeing with their plans to
leave. Then they kill their captives,
almost always torturing them first in
public and frequently decapitating them.
That's one key to their shategy. Through
the absolute ruthlesness of their actions,
the seeds of terror are sown. Before they
go they announce when they'll be back.
What choice do the people have? They
leave.

Paramfitary Activities in Pueblo Bello
Thirty miles and an hour's drive to the

east of Turbo is Pueblo Bello, a town
occupied by the paramilitaries since
February 22.Early that moming, "they
gathered everyone together in the kiosk
beside the church and outlined their
plans to establish a base here and charge
businesses and residents a 'tax'to support
their activities. When they finished, they
dumped a huge stockpile of weapons on
the ground and told everyone to take
one. Today, about 90 of the town's 100
families have weaporu in the house and
we are living a nightmare."

"The paramilitaries broke the lock on
the primary school and regularly sit in
on classes, looking through the teachers'
notebooks and lesson plans. Groups of
them sleep there atnight. They enter the
church armed. They go wherever they
want and do whatever they like. They
own the town. Children as young as 12
and 13 are with them, some of them can
hardly carry the weapons they have
been given. It's pathetic."

Colombian Army Cooperation with
Paramilitaries in Pueblo Bello

"There are two large groups in Pueblo
Bello. Those here in town are the group's
'eyes and ears.' They all have rifles and
radios and are given free food by the
paramilitaries. The other group is in the
countryside. They have automatic
weapons, grenades, walkie talkies and
are being trained militarily. They receive
US$200.00 a month and are essentially
patrolling, widening the paramilitaries'
radius of action little by little towards
Turbo. The groups rotate." On March 3,
during a combat between paramilitaries
and guerrillas in the neighboring hamlet
of La Esperanza, two paramilitaries were
seriously wounded. An army helicopter
landed and evacuated them. apparently
to Medellin.

Internal Displacement of Civilians
The most obvious result of this para-

military advance is a massive exodus of
families. According to the Defensoria del
Pueblo, more than 4,000 families and
25,000 people were displaced in 5
months between December 1994 and May
1995. Today, there are probably twice
that many, by far the continent's largest
intemal migration in such a short period.
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Open Lefter to the Colombian Public-- Published nEI Colombimro (Medellin)in early ]une
We, the undersigned, are North Americans and others who are deeply dishrbed by the human righb situation in Colombia.
Massacres, disappearances and torhre happen continually in the anguished region of Uraba. We can not understand how paramilitary groups operate so freely in this
itarized region where the Colombian army is present in masive numbers, and which does not perform ib constitutional function of defending the civilian population.

we can not understand why the regional paramilitary leader is not apprehended and brought to justice for his crimes against humanify.
We call upon all armed parties - paramilitary unib, guenillas, army, police, urban mfitias and commandos - to imrnediately cease all attacks upon both the civilian

ion and upon each other. Justice, peace and a fruitful life is never found ttuough murder, torhue, kidnapping and intimidation
In the late 1980s and early 190s, the U.S. govemment gave ttre Colombian govemment millions of dollars to irutitute "Faceles Justice", which was supposed to protect

and others from narcotenorism. Wi*rout questio& in reality many of the cases are NOI narcotemorisb - but include community leaders, hade-unionisb and
people. We feel ashamed that the U.S. govemment, under the guise of the "War on Drugs", assisted the Colombian govemment in aeating a juridical system

would never be accepted within the United States - a system where it is virtually impossible to prove your irnocence.
We call attention to the use of 'Faceless Justice' in tlte case of the dehined former Mayors of Apartad6 Jose Antonio Lopez Bula and Nelson Campo Nu-fre2, accused of

ftre masterminds of La Chinita massacre of 1994 (case #20397-2635 of the Regional Judge of Medellin). According to swom affadavib, ttreir political enemies manu-
evidence which is being manipulated for political reasons. A major Catholic Church official has stated that he believes Jose Antonio Lopez is innocent. We urge

Colombian authorities to provide LEGAL DUE PROCESS to those accused in this case.
We ask the Colombian mass media for objectivity in its reports and that it stop condemning without presenting all the facts, Apartad6's former mayors Jose Antonio

Bula and Nelson Campo Nuiez. We shall continue to denounce human righe violations until there is peace and justice and respect for all in Colombia,

by: M Asner ([os Angeles, CA), Tamy Baldwin - Representative, State Assembly (Madison, WI), Medea Benjamin (San Fta *0, CA),
ois (Lucher, LA), Nom Chomsky (tcxington, MA), fohn Dea (Richmond, VA), tdrbishop'thom Gmblebn (Deboit, MI), Douglm LaFollefe - Wimmin Secre of

MA),MutinShen (LosAngeles,CA), Williamthiesenhurn,Ph,D. (Univof Wirorin-Madimn), Mi Verer-Cound
(Madimn, WI) Dar County-Apatad6 Sishr Commities hojmt (Madion, M), Chicago Colombia Hmm Righb Comittee (Chicago, IL), Colombia Multimedia Pmject (New Yorl g
ME), CommunityActiononLatinAmerim (Madimn,M), GnmValleyCitizensforPeace (Genam,M), Officeof theAmericas (LosAngela,CA),
Projat (Chicago,lL), Wiwnsin Cmrdimting Council on Nicaagua (Madimn, M), Mmnsin Interfaith Comitte on Latin Ameria (Madimn, WI), Womm Speak t for Pea

Acker (Solon, OH), Julaine Allen (Spring Gren, M), Lynn Alten (Madison, WI), Gloria-Jemne Andemn (Milwaukm, WI), Teter Andersn (Milwa e, M),
ison, WI), Clak Anington (Boston, MA), Jackie Austin (Oregon, WI), foAme Baccielo (Wethenfeld, CI), Susan Bailey

(Clevelmd,OH), LenBarmn (Boulder;CO), SophieBubll (ClevelandHeighb,OH), GrgBata (Mom,ME), MarKayBam (Dodgeville,WI), LauraBeldinan (Nortlumpkrn,MA),
PA), IoneM. Biggs (EastCleveland,OH), EthelBiro (Madison,M), LapsBiro (Madison,M), ReginaBichem (lnvin,PA), &aBlant (Milwau
M), Bonnie Blmk (Madion, WI), Gab€ Blood (Madion, W), Jm Blmm (Boulder, CO), Eliabeth Bmrdm (Madison, M), Dm Bolef (lmin, PA), Tom Eowell (Madison, M),

Dean Bowles (Monona, M), Dr,leffrey Boy (Ctunpaigr,IL), Rohrt Braby (West o OH),
WI), Peggy Brozeicmil (Budingon, W), Eric Buchamn (Mdimn, M), Betty Buka (Wellflet, MA), [e Bukholder (Madison, M), May Bm (Madison, M), Jeremiah C

WI), Mirian Cmpc (Boulder, CO), &tty Ceman (Clweland, OH), K. hmnce Chmg (Lyndhust, OH), Dorothy Ciarlo (Boulder, CO),
inn, M), Mak Cohen (Denver, CO), Aspetlr M. Colwell (Dodgevile, WI), Mgu Concha (ZephF Cove, NV), Lis Concha-Foley (&ph Cove, $,
Conigan (Cleveland Heights, OH), fudy Conigan (Cleveland Hei$b, OH), Ted Crowell (Pmvidenct, RI), Lisa Cuich (Madiso M)

Monis, M), Rose Muie Derek (Madisn, WI), Verdell DeYarman (Milwaukee, WI), Mary Dial (Popette, M), Jel Degelman (Madimn, M), Todd Dnke
(Madimn, M), Evm Douthit (Chicago,lL), Natlnn Dudley (New York, NY), Stuut Dymzarov (Madison, M), fean Eden (Madison, M), Lois Edgerton

(Clwelmd, OH), Allisn Epsbin (Madison, M), Linda md Eugene Frley (Verona, WI), Kathrine Feely, SND (takewood, OH),
Kab fleming (Madiro M), Rona Foldy (Cleveland Heighb, OH), John Fournelle, Ph.D, (Univ of Wisonsh-Madison), Elizabedt Ga c

(Wisconsin Dells, M), Carl Giser (Corallis, OR), Betty Giford (Breckville, OH), Alex Glendimhg (takewood, 0H), Sarah Gold eh
in,GA), MichaelGoodm (Madison,WI), LindaCnr (Longmont,CO), leanGore (Boulder,CO), DorothyGosting (Madi n,WI),

MeredithGreen (MadisooM), CoiGreem (MadisooM), DoloresGrenz (Madison,M), Margaretcrevatt (ClevelandHei$gOH
(lv{adimn, M), Vera Hall (Cleveland, OH), Allion Halpern (Madison, Wi), fane tlamatt Kavalmki ( gevih, M),

CO), AnmHawkins (Madison,M), MichaelHeller (lowaCity,lA), PabickHeniges (Glenw Cir,WI),
NE), JohnHill (Omaha,NE), PhyllisHodgmn (Avma,W), Rev.BillHogm (ChicagolL) DckHogm (Portage,WI), SumneHogle ( uhEudid,OH),

me, KY), Tom Hmpes (Madison, M), Elizahdr Hmpes Cotiglion (Madison, M), Maria Hope (lowa City, IA), Allen f , Hubbard (Madi n, Wl),
(Leington,KY), MonisHybloom (MayfeldHeighb,OH), Yoshikolkcita (takmmd,OH), Allsa (NewYork,NY), J,E, Johmn (Rm of,ll),

Kailin (Madison, WI), Gayle Kanry (Clevelmd, OH), Vince Kavalmki (Dodgeville, WI), Jomtm Kelley (Denver, CO), ien Kedin
Moses Klein (Madison, WI), Kathlen Knipfer (Madison, WI), Mark Kmnig (Clevelmd, OH), Thomc Kozlovs$ (Madimn, WI), Virgrnia Kro den

Heights, OH), Dr. Martin Kulldorff (Universidad de Uppml4 Sueia), Paul Kusuda (Madison, M), Rosa Lapiz (Madinn, M), Mry huby (Madion, M), Jack lam (EI ut Ke
,OH), touiseLawler (Cleveland,OH), Ronleder (Madison,M), MichaelR khm (Urhm,IL), Donna l.eist (&tluny,OH), DotothyLemmey (Pain [e,OH),

Frmciro, CA), Bwerly LoGrasm (Lyndhurt, OH), hrene Ludy (Madion, WI), Paul Mack (Mineral Point, M), Katherine K. M
Ellen Mass (Carnbridge, MA), Joeph Mathers (Fikhbug, M), Margaret Madin, Ph.D. (Linwmd, M), old Maih, Ph.D.
rge,WI),ClifMdarthy (Athens,OH), Sr.MaueenMcDonnell (Madimn,M), RobertMcFarland (Boulder,CO), KathlenM wm

Heights,OH), EmmA.Melton (ShakerHeighb,OH), SusMichefi (KenoshaWI), BetseyMikelethu
Minden (Madimn, M), Ellen Mmre (Madimn, Wl), Paul Mugtr (Urbam,ll), Valerie Mullen (Verhire, W), Judith Mmaker (Madimn, M),
(Hemet, CA), laurie Ellen Neustadt (Dodgeville, M), Ben Nickels (Madison, M), lda Non (Clwelmd Heighb, OH), R ney Nor6

O'Donovm (EFalmouth,MA), GenevieveO'Haa (St.Louis,MO), lauaOlah (Menimc,M), MugartOrner (MediaPA), TdudMarPage (MadisoWI), Catte eP&Hl
CA), ShideyPasholk (Clevelmd,OH), JmPatchen (Wellfet,MA), fudyPatemude (MountHorb,WI), JunePaul (Madison,M), RuthPauly (M imn,M),

Pinchot (Cleveland, OH), Amy Pitt (Rochester, NY), Sidney Podell (Madimn, WI), M. Helene Pollmk ( iladelpha, PA),
Sheldon Rampbn (Madirn, W), Jmphine Rentz (MadipO WI), lefiey Reynolds (Milwauke, M), Robin Rice (Madion, WI), Celeste Robins (Madisn, M),
Allyne Romo (Chicago,ll), Phyllis Ror (Madison, WI), Jm Rosen (Madison, M), ManuelSandrez (Sheboygm, WI), hudis dez

(Middleton,WI), ElinorSchambach (Cleveland,OH), JoAnneSchnitz (I4adison,WI), RuthShwatz
Heights,OH), PerlK.Simon (EastClevelmd,OH), IdaSlutsker (ClwelandHeights,OH

i*lotb Stem (Wet Hudord, CT), fow Stern (Fort Collins, CO), Prof. Dmiel Stem
Shrkert (Belleville,Wl), CarolSundberg (Madison,Wl), MarSutphin (Cleveland,OH), MarySwensn- uc

Todr (Madimn,Wl), MryAmToth (Cleveland,OH), AlionTumer (Madison,WI), KristenUde (Madirn,M), PaulUelbeher (Madison,M), Sr.CalothU er
Valta (Cambridge, WI), Judith Vanklef (Clevelmd Hei$ts, OH), Tony Vento (Clweland, OH), Caolyn Vrtnski (Shaker Heighb, OH),

WI), Mak Weatherley (Poulder,lD), Crol Weidel (Madison, m), Liz Wessel (Madison, M), Angela Wst Blmk (Chicago,lL), Ridard Wherley
(Mimeapolis, MN), Rich Widau (Boulder, CO), Chris Wilkinrn-kvie (Milwauke, WI), Rmsevelt William (Weh'ille,lN), Rita Modaczyk (Mono , WI),

MA), Cecilia Zarate-Lau (Madison, WI), Joshua Zell (Madison, M), Fnn Zell (Madison, M), Mary Zepemick (South Yarmouth, MA), Lisa Zimeman (Washingtott, DC)
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Cal l  for  a Conference:
Faceless Just ice in the Americas

Universi ty of  Wisconsin-Madison
March 2-5.1997
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t i t , t t t ,  >.r t ,  t l t r '  nto. lc i  r l r 'n i ( ) \  tJr \  r r l  (  t r lont l r i . i .
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r t t  ot  pol i t re, t l  r t 'p11'r t1, , ' ,  brr t  i t  js , t i r r r t .d rrot . r t  i i rLrglrrr t ls  or

Human rights actit,ists in Colornbia
ch.lrge that ftrnds git,en bv tlre U.S. to
C-olornbia for the purp(-rsc cf supporting
the "trVar or1 Dntgs" l'rave, in realit\,,
Ireen use.l i l t a vici()us canrpaigrr
agairrst c.ivilians suspectcd of being
gtrerrilla s),mpathizers. The purpose of
this campaigrl is apparerltll' to deshov
the base of support for the guerrilla
movement. Human Rights Reports
originating from the U.S. State Depar.t-
ment fail to point or.rt the Colombian
government's conrplicitv in the violence
agairrst civic, labor, religious, and
indigenous leaders. C)nt: c:ommon
thread in the U.S. pro;r.rganda h.r,s been
that Colombi.i is justificel in eradicating
the guerrilla ll'rovemellt because the
guerrillas are tighly involved in the
r-'lrug trade. Ileagan's Arnb.rssador
Tanbs' name \,\,as associaterl h,ith the
so-called doctrine of the "narcoguer-
rilla" that ties responsibilifv for the
ctrug trade to the guerrillas.

U.S. Ambassador to Colombia
Frechette recentlv spoke ,tt rneeting at
the Escuela Srrperior r{e Guerra w'ith
representattt,es of the Colombian mili-
tary. During this meeting Frechette
made xlme surprising conlments.

War on Drugs, or War Against the people?
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inr,olr.ed in the pi.inting han'esting,
prtxe-ssing a.nci export of r{rugs for a
r,ariety of re.rsons. The traffickinc of
coi(r rcrluires a lot of people. labor,
.rnci efft>rt that lr,ouL.:l slow doh.'n the
gtrerrili.r's miiit.rrv goals.
I:trrthermore, direct ir.rvolr,ernent in
drug trafficking r,r,oul_1 not servc
thr'm lvell politicalll' because rlrug
traflicking lc'at'ls to l.ick of discipline,
corrtlfrlion and moral decaV. The
guerrillas do rvhat is necessarv to
finance a u,'ar th(it is each day more
expen-sive anrl the1, avoid that uihich
rn the long term thev perceive as
being counterprorluctive to thcir
politir:a1 and military projecis.,'

Alfredo N{olano Bravo takes
Frechette's statetnents to Lre .r posi-
iive sign that ctiult'l le.ad to t11,.1y 1-rdS-
sibilities for a political solution to the
tunrest tl,at plagut's Colombia.
N,lolano savs "l.rrechette opened a
nen' chapter in the tvar ag.tiltst dfuss
by separating the issue of drug traf-
ficking from the issue of sub,v'ersion,
For those of us rvl'ro continue, in spite
of er en'thing. to rrrork for peace, the
nelv i.lrrtrine is a light .rt the end of
thr. iunnel that n'as created by tl.rose
rvho rvish to impcde any political
$olution trr the conflict. The position
of Frechette..., places the lJnited

UnIike previous U.S. propaganda. his
commen Ls acknoit'ledged fhat those
resPonsible for the dnrg trade are rlot
the s.rme as thos€ leacling the guerrilla
m0yenel1t.

l'Vhen asked bv a high official wlu'
the Unitecl States h.r,s not declared rvar
agairxt the narcoguerrilla, Frechette
respondcd, " because !\'e don't hnve
evidence that the gLrerrillas are process-
ing and exporling cocairte to the United
States." In additior-r, Frechette qtres-
tioned whv none of the 50 druglorcis
rvho har,e been detained has bee.n con-
victed. Frechette also commented th.rt
the eradication of illegal drug crops ha-s
been a i.iilure because soon after the
crops have been fumigated they are
replanted.

Alfredo lr{olano Bravo, Colornbian
t'riter anti ;roliticaI contmentator, does
not i i ispr.rit. that "t lre sueril las are
resporrsible for kidn.rpping, kiiling, anc-l
robberies." In addition, he says "they
extort nlonev from i-1rug traffickers and
fiorn large scale gro!\'ers in order fo
finance their military operalions. "
However, Molano states, "it is not
adv.ulageous to the gr.rerrilla move-
lnent as an ort.uization to become

,' \ct  iLt t t  ot t  Crr / r r r i l l r i , to . \ t r i i l l r r r , r '  /  i l : )o



Support  the Struggle for  Human Digni tg in Colombia
Please giue generouslg uhen a CSN uolunteer cal ls

dur ing our annual  CSN Phone-a-thon in f lugust
The Colombia Support Network has been working for several years, to build solidarity with the people of

Colombia, particularly with our sister community of Apartad6, and to educate and inform the people of not only
Wisconsin but many other regions of the U.S. where no source of information efsts. We have survived thanks to the
moral and financial support of people like you. All of our money has gone to printing and postage (for this newslet-
ter, which goes out to nearly 2500 people, plus action bulletins), for reprinting articles to send out to folks asking for
in-formation, for delegations between Colombia and the U.S., and for telephone, fax and internet expenses necess.uy
to keep the communication lines open.

We recendy were able to hire a part-time office manager, to help us try to better organize ourselves and to
increase our effectiveness, thanks to a generous grant from the Programa Por La Paz (Bogota). We have several pro'
jects that require our attention and will require funding to reach fruition: assisting in the production and distribution
of the first ever English language magazine on human rights in Colombia "Justicia y Paz", in conjunction with
[rtercongregational Commission of Justice and Peace in Bogota, and in organizing a Conference on Faceless Justice in
the Americas. For this we seek funds to bring community, labor and legal activists from Mexico, Peru and El
Salvador together with their counterparts from Colombia. Please give generously when our volunteer calls on you in
Ausust.

Also, if you are in the
Madison or Milwaukee
area and could help make
phone calls one evening
in mid-August, contact
Nell at CSN. Everyone
who has helped in the
past has agreed that it is
fun and for a good cause!

If you would prefer
that no one disturb you
with a phone call, you
could mail in the form to
the right and note that
you'd prefer no calls.

l -__--- l  -  -  :  
r  r  r  r  

-  
I  

-  -  
r  

-  
r  r  r  r  r  r  

-  - I

i Yes! I want to help stop the violence in Colombia.
I Here is my contribution to the Colombia Support Network and I

! ttr. Dane County/Apartado Sister Communities Project: I
l *^"
I _$to _$zs _$so _$zs _$too _$zoo other $_

-:: 
;..--,_r^-^^_,^-^._-^- II 1 would like to get involved. Please contact me. 

II N"tttt No phone calls 
II Address please _

I city State ZrP - I
; Phone Fax/emait -l
1 Mail to: Colombia Support Network, P.O. Box 1505, Madison WI 53701 ;
i Ctrect<s made out to WCOLA-Colombia Support are tax-deductible. I
b T I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

- 
I I I I

Continued from Front Page

action alert, focusing upon the U.S.-mili-
tary connections of the Colombian mili-
tary officers in charge of the region:
General Ivan Ramirez Quintero, Urab6
commander, has long ties with death
squads in the Magdalena Medio region
and elsewhere. In 1983, he received a
"strategic intelligence course" in
Washington, D.C. And the General in
immediate power in Apartad6 is Rito
Alejandro del Rio Rojas, A GRADUATE
OF THE SCHOOLOF THE AMERICAS.

Dozens of letters and faxes from
around the U.S. were sent to the State
Department and to Ambassador
Frechette in Bogot6, requesting that these
mens'connections with the U.S. be exam-
ined and that no visas be issued to them
to visit the U.S. (a standard perk for offi-

cers like these). The letters and faxes
worked! There was a somewhat notice'
able let up in the level of violence in
Apartad6, as the Colombian military and
establishment knew that THE WHOLE
WORLD IS WATCHING APARTADO.

In June, CSN received a request from
an NGO workling with refugees, asking
for letters to the Colombian officials, for
urgent relief to assist the hundreds of
refugees crowded inside the Apartad6
soccer stadium, because they have forced
to abandon their lands in other parts of
Urab6 by the paramilitary terror. Contact
CSN or view our web page for more
details.

We thank all of you who have MADE
A DIFFERENCE and supported the cause
of human digruty in Colombia, and
helped safeguard the peacemakers there.

. Action on Colombin. Summer 1996



9 March 1996
I just read your latest newsletter and it was

great! Yes, the struggle continues among the
brave people in Colombia and the caring
pmple here. Keep up the fight-justice will
one day be won-and then love and peace will
be all in all.

Warm regards, Tim Columbus, WI

16 March 1996
Thank you for the work your are doing

regarding the human rights issues in
Colombial We appreciate the postings we get
through our rapid response network here in
Colorado, and we respond monthly to cases
we hear about (corm@igc.apc.org). I had a
general question for anyone there who might
be able to help. I am interested in finding out
about other NGO's (besides yourselves) who
work within Colombia, doing humanitarian,
medical, adult literacy, education or rural
development work on site. I would also be
interested in speaking to anyone who has
lived and worked in Colombia recently. Please
respond to the above address . Thank you,

Susan Colorado

26March1996
I would be happy to sign your letter to the

Colombian people. I would be interested in
helping with a contribution in the future I
have supported groups like your in the past (l
even canvassed for Greenpeace). I am cur-
rently stabilizing myself, just recently finish-
ing the student thing. Good luck with your
efforts- your work is greatly appreciated.

Ken La Crosse, WI

28 March 1996
Hello. My name is Pedro, I am a

Colombian who today discovered CSN while
browsing the Net in search of something that
could bring me back some memories from
home.

I just wanted to tell you how happy it
makes me to realize that people in this coun-
try do notice how harsh life can be in my
country. Recognizing my people's courage in
living in such conditions is also something of
importance. Colombians are not only victims
of a war that has and will be going on for a
while, but we are also individuals who go
beyond hagedies to live in a colorful and rich
country.

I would really like to know how, as a
Colombian, I could help your organization. I
am only a college student in Colorado but I
love my country with a passion and I will
support it no matter what. Fate brought me to
your "web-site" so now I offer you my knowl-
edge and availability. Thank you.
- Pedro (Colorado)

29Marchl996
Thanks for the email which I just received

a moment ago. Regarding the articles for the
webpage we're also just begiruring to build up
our own seryice in the web and count on the
support of the other German speaking sec-
tions of Amnesty Intemational. Here in
Austria we have re-founded the coordination
group for Venezuela, Colombia and Ecuador
with the focus on Colombia (of course). We're
trying to provide, not only the members of AI
with information about the Human Rights
abuses in Colombia, but also a broader, but
still interested public (e.g. the visitors of your
website).

In Austria there are some women's groups,
church organizations (like Caritas) and the
Casa Colombiana, which is an organization of
Colombians living in Austria and who are
quite critical about things going on in
Colombia at least on some issues. All in all I
hope that I can send you some material next
time and I'm looking forward to the books
and your reply.
- Stefan (Austria)

9 April,1996
We are glad to be able to sign the ad, how-

ever, our financial situation does not permit a
large donation ast this time. Both Gary and I
are betweeen jobs and Jeff is a student strug-
gling to pay his tuition. I will send a donation
when I am able. Good luck with the project.
In solidarity, Babette Milwaukee, WI

26 Aprill996
Me gustaria tener mas informacion acerca de

la organizaciory especificamente quienes son
los directores y miembros, si puedes mandar
una lista con direcciones de internet seria
fabuloso. Soy Colombiano y vivo en los E.E.
U.U. A.A. pero tambien soy muy escamoso asi
que antes de pertenecer al grupo me gustaria
tener mas informacion.
- Giovanni (Minnesota)

Calambie: The
Geneeid.al Demeereey

by
Javier Giraldo, S.J.
with an Introduction

by Noam Chomsky
Common Courage Press,

L00 pages
Available luly 1996
Paperback $10.00
Order from CSN;

include $2 for shippins
Special Offer: receive a free
copy of the book with any
donation to CSN over $40

May 28
Friends: Here is a small donation of $3. Please
send info on how to join the Colombia
Support Network. Thanks.
- John, DuBois, PA
(Thanks, John, for joining CSN and sending in
your $25 membership donation!)

29 May1996
This brief letter is to reouest whatever

information you might be ible to send regard-
ing CSN and your activities that we might be
able to plug into. We'll be very busy between
now and the end of August with planning
actions at the Democratic National
Convention but after that we may be able to
do some work on solidarity/support efforts
on Colombia.
- Kevin NW Suburban Direct Action,
Palatine, IL

1 June 1996
Please count this $10 as an anonymous

donation. I don't want my 9 yr-old avid reader
to see your newsletter. I feel there is plenty of
time left for that sort of horror later in life -
children need to be sheltered.
-- P.H. Madison, WI

20 June 1996
Hello: I run a soccer club for girls in Los

Angeles. I can see that you have more impor-
tant topics to discuss but I thought I might
drop you a notice about an event we are
holding for a group of Colombian girls. If you
are familiar with girls soccer in Colombia, you
know that it is almost non existant. We hope
to plant the seed in these young girls so that
they can see the value of sport in terms of
education and as a vehicle to leaming how to
become a more productive person
hft p: / /ww.neptune.net/ -scblues / inter.html
Thank you, Larry Draluck Los Angeles, CA

21 June 1996
I was bom in Bogota. I was graduated from

the Javeriana University on October of the last
year, and I got a diploma in Industrial
Engineering. I am writing to this organization
because I have realized that I have not done
anything for my country, and it is time to start
to fight for the peace process in Uraba.
Your www page is wonderful, and it is very
informative, please contact me in this direc-
tion in the intemet.
- John
24[une1996

Hello! I'ts nice to hear that someone is
concemed too about what is going on in
Colombia. I'm now studing at Haverford
College in PA and I wanted toget in contact
with you. I will like to work with CSN and
help out in some way. Here in the USA or in
Bogota, where I'm from, I feel useless...Let
me know,
- Maria Perursylvania

Action on Colombia. Summer 1-996



continued from page 2
And there is the staggering number of
victims of the paramilitary advance.
Curmlao, Apartad6, Carepa and
Chigorod6 have been scenes of terrible
massacres in recent months and have
witnessed the ruthless advance of the
ACCU forces. "The massacres are what
garner the headlines and media coverage
nationally and intemationally. But the
vast maiority of victims, and there have
been well over two thousand in the last
year or so, are simply buried in
unmarked graves by family and friends
too terrified to say anything to anyone."

Response of HR NGOs

National and intemational commis-
sions have visited the region. Amnesty
International and a contingent of
Colombian human rights NGOs visited
last year and a group from Pax Christi
headed by the Bishop of Rotterdam
ended a four day mission on March 10.
And delegations from Germany and El
Salvador are planning to follow suit later
this year. Denunciations of paramilitary
activities routinely fall on deaf ears here,
though, and in a region as strategic eco-
nomically and militarily as Urabii, this
will almost surely continue to be the case.

Proposal for Neutral "Protection Zone"

Father Leonidas Moreno, who coordi-
nates the Apartad6 diocesis's human
rights work in Urab6 says that although a
peace accord in Urabd is clearly a "very
remote possibility" at the moment,
immediate measures must be taken to
stop the slaughter of innocent victims of
what promises to be a long drawn out
conflict. "Specific agreements are more
realistic possibilities now," he says,
"something to at least protect the civilian
population that has been displaced. The
establishment of a neutral'protection
zone', for example, where all parties in
the conflict agree to respect the civilian
population and its right to neutrality."
Who would sponsor and guarantee such
azone, though, in a region as volatile as
Urabd remains an unanswered question.

Prognosis for Urab6

Almost no one expects the Urab6
conflict to die down in the near future;
most analysts fear the worst has yet to
come. "There is simply too much at
stake. The guerrillas have almost thirty

years of presence here and the paramili-
tary force is probably the strongest and
best equipped anlnvhere. Arms, drugs,
huge economic interests and, of course/
the absolute indifference of the govern-
ment, are simply too important to let
humanitarian concerns get in the way."

Upcoming
Delegation

to Colombia:
CSN will be organizing

a delegation to
Colombia in November

1,996.If you are inter-
ested, please contact
CSN immediately.

Colombia Human Rights Conference
October 25-27,1996

New York City

The weekend of May 4 representatives
from Madison, Chicago New York,
Boston, Washington DC, and Amherst
met to plan the upcoming national con-
ference of the Colombia Human Rights
Network (CHRN).

; Friday, Oct 25 noon thru
Sunday, Oct 27 3 PM

: Fundraising,
heaclr, Media Access, Networking,

reating Media, US Role in Colombia,
omen's Movement in Colombia. Peace

Economic Development,
aceless Justice/Rule of Law

tive Actiory Community Links,
rgent Actions, Grassroots Support/

P
ies: on aspects of the current situa-

in Colombia (speakers include Zulia
Afro-Colombian congresswoman

Choco); and on the identity and
for the CHRN.

terested in attending? Then mark your
now, and contact:

olombia Multimedia Proiect
Box 1091 GPO

ew York. NY 10116
12 802 72W or 212 477 31.43

or mmcompa@igc.apc.org
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Silvio Salazar
Remembered

A memorial service for mur-
dered Colombian community
leader Silvio Salazar was held at
Edgewood College April 19.
Three dozen people attended
this moving memorial, includ-
ing several who had met him
on their trips to Apartad6.
Silvio was a grassroots leader in

Medelliru who organized people in the working class and
poor neighborhoods against violence, providing produc-
tive environments for children and teenagers. A fund has
been started to provide some assistance to his wife and two
small children. Donations can be made out to "WICOLA-
Silvio Fund".

CSN Thanks the Link Family
CSN would like to acknowledge the

assistance of the Link Family in helping us
establish our office at29 East Wilson Street in
downtown Madison. Lisa Link was a WILPF
activist from Madison, constantly working for
social justice, up to the moment of her pass-
ing. She was a very generous supportei of
peace and justice in the'Third World', and we
honor her and her family in keeping the tra-
dition alive.

Colombia Support Network/WICOLA
P.O. Box 1505
Madison, WI53701
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Visit CSN: virtually, at http://www.igc.apc.org/csrV, or at 29 E. Wilson St. in Madison!
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