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All of us in the Colombia Support Network
are deeply saddened by the untimely death
in an airplane crash of Minnesota
Paul Wellstone, his wife and daughter. Paul
was the best friend of the Colombian people
in the United States Congress and traveled
twice to Colombia in the past two years to
meet with grass roots organizations, peas-
ants, indigenous peoples and labor union
members. Just as he spoke out coura-
geously against a U.S. invasion of lraq, he
worked tirelessly to change the militaristic
approach of U.S. foreign policy toward
Colombia. He focused his efforts on protec-
tion of human rights and promotion of the
well-being of the poor and disadvantaged
people of Colombia. His constant goal was
to do what was best for the Colombian peo-
ple, not multinational and U.S. commercial
interests which so often pursue policies
harmful to the majority of Colombians. He
always had time for us and a sympathetic
ear. We will miss him terribly. We extend
our condolences to Paul's family. We pledge
to redouble our efforts to seek peace with
justice for Colombia, inspired by the dedica-
tion and commitment of Paul Wellstone to
this goal.
CSN shares our grief with friends Senator
Wellstone made in Colombia as well as
many other countries.

csn@igc.org -  www.colombiasupport .net

join with you in most profound sorrow upon
ic death of Paul Wellstone, his wife and his

. Paul came to Barrancabermeja as a brave and sin-
friend. He came one day with a group from the U.S.

and when he found out that the



- . . ' 'We mourn aoni .
ihe wanted to go there.  We went
i together.  Paul  was always at  our s ide.
lEver ready to help us in the way that
iwe would want his help.  We know that
l the men and women who l ived as Paul ,
ih is wi fe and chi ld l ived, do not end with
i thelr  death.  We know that they are
iwi th us in the def in i te mystery of  sol i -
dar i ty and love which we cal l  God. We
know that each t ime we speak the I
l t ruth,  each t ime that we r ise up i
liagainst  the in just ices,  each t ime that i
i

i * "  p lace ourselves at  the s ide of  . thei
lv ict ims of  v io lence, there we wi l l  meet
;Paul .  We are going to cont inue to the
rend of  the road where Paul  awaits us
ialong with al l  those who had the great-
iness to entrust  their  l i fe and their i
iheart  for  the joy of  others.  Very uni t - i
i "d to al l  of  you from the Magdalenai
, t , tedio,  dear f r iends who are a part  of  l
the great Wel lstone fami ly.
' Francisco de Roux
i
i

Re.IoIcING IN THE BLESSINGS
Despite the many sad and discouraging events of the
past few months those of us at the CSN national
office also realize that we continue to be blessed in so
many ways-

Monika Parikh has just joined us part time as
a grant writer. We are so fortunate to have her with
us and trust that she will be able to solve a part of the
financial crisis that we have been facing.

Yoko Koizumi has been a very faithful volun-
teer for these past weeks. She preforms many of the
tasks at the office that have been piling up.

Kathleen Ruff again kicked off our annual
phone-a-thon with a generous contribution as a
matching grant.

Memberships have continued to grow and this
we can attribute in a very large measure to the faith-
fulness of Emily Mahlik who sends out the reminders
and shares our gratitude for the gifts received.

Cliff Jones has offered to assist us in the
updating and improvement of our web page and to
assist our chapters in getting a page on the web.

Anne Boylan, Eunice Gibson, Nolen Johnson
and all the other translators who help us to get the
message out in English.

The many, many. persons who have shared
their time, talents and gifts with us.

And for those of you who have asked- yes, we
do have a wish list. A desk for Cecilia which has four
legs of the same length would be most welcome,
additional translators, a generous response to our
next mailing and mostly a negotiated peace in
Colombia and safety for all those who have become
our sisters and brothers truly.

DDI.-
DGATIONS
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I  arr ived in the Putunayo in July 200
as part of a Colonbian Support Networ
delegat ion,  the Colombian arny was
prepar ing to enter guerr i l la terr i tory i
advonce of the low-f ly ing planes spray
ing herbic ides on coca plantat ions as
wel l  as legal crops nearby.
The herbic ide is a Monsanto-nade nixtur
containing glyphosate.  WhiIe th
glyphosate mixture is a var iety of  t
week ki l ler known by the trade
Roundup, the concentrat ions o
glyphosote used in Colonbia have neve
been approved for use in the Unit
States by the U. S .  Envi  ronnental
Protect ion Agency.
This escalat ion of  the drug war has fal l
n disproport ionately upon the indige

peoples of the Putunayo. lVe spok
to indigenous leaders who told us that

revious rounds of spraying had devas
tated their  snal l  subsistence farns

and pol luted the r ivers.  T
.5.  Embassy of f ic ia ls we spoke to sai

that people who conplain about the dru
spraying are the ones who benef i t  f
coca trade.
The results of this last round of spray
ing according to the indigenous leader
wi l l  be a fur ther escalat ion of  the wa

a huge number of people who wi l l
iven fron their  homes. This becomes

vic ious c i rc le.
As nore weapons are brought in by t
mi l i tary and the parani l i tar ies,
guerr i l las rearm thenselves by s impl
increasing the orea under coca cul t iva
t ion and avai lable for  taxat ion,  pushi
further into the Amazon jungle, invadi
the lands of yet nore indigenous conmu
nit ies. Coca production has increased
nearly 25%. Fron the perspective of
indigenous leaders, the hidden agen
do.. . is  the el in inat ion of  obstacles
nassive U.S. and international invest
nent in nega-projects including nines,
doms, roads and canals that will all
the eff icient exploitat ion of Colonbia'
rich natUral resources.
Al  Gedicks is a professor of  sociology a
the Universi ty of  Wisconsin-LaCrosse
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COLOMBIA 'DRUGWAR A SHAM
by N C,edicks

Colombia is the th i rd largest recipient of  U.S.
ni l i tary aid in the wor ld.
As U.S. mi l i tory aid has escalated so hove the
civ i l ian casual t ies of  Colonbia 's j8-year-old
civi l  war.  Human r ights groups est inate that
nore than 70 percent of  the pol i t ical  k i l l ings
in Colombia,  about 3,500 per year,  con be
attr ibuted to the parami l i tary groups and their
ni l i tary ol l ies.  The other 30 percent is done
by the guerr i l los and drug traf f ickers.  Another
2 mi l l ion Colonbians are refugees of  the v io
lence.
With the
Uribe and
arny and
get worse.
f l ic t?

What is the U.S. stake in th is con

The of f ic ia l  reason given for the mossive U.S.
support  for  Colombia's war against  the guerr i l
las is to stop the drug traf f ic  in cocaine and
heroin.  But the so-cal led war has not targeted
the drug kingpins who use drug prof i ts to f inance
the parami l i tar ies.  Instead, i t  is  d i rected to
only one of  the coca-producing regions in
Colonbia, the southern Putunayo region, which is
the stronghold of the Revolut ionary Armed Forces
of Colonbia,  or  the FARC.
Much of  the $7.8 bi l l ion worth of  American ni l
i tary aid s ince 2007 has provided for the t ra in-
ing, weapons and attack hel icopters for the
Arny's ant i -drug battal ion operat ing in th is
Amazon jungle area on the front ier  wi th Ecuador.

recent elect ion of  President Alvara
his pledge to double the s ize of  the

pol ice forces, th is v io lence wi l l  only



Last year, after CSN representatives visited the displaced community of Cienaga del Opon, GSN along with
PDPMM ( Programa de Desarrollo y Paz del Magdalena Medio) recommended this community as a sister
community to the budding chapter in Duluth Minnesota. This community had all of the requirements of a sis-
terhood project.
However, war realities took over and the hopes of the group that took refuge in the empty Normal School
building are lost. Almost two years atter having fled their homes, the 40 families are convinced they can not
return to their place of origin.
Cienaga del Opon was a nice little village where the community lovingly built, with their own resouroes, a small
building for a school and another for a health community center, where they dreamed of constructing their lives
with a future together. All of that is gone. When the armed actors, both FARC and the AUC, started to enter
their village to threaten them, bum their
and kill some of their members, they fled to
security of Barrancabermeja. All the time
community dreamed of going back.
cramped, old and inadequate building in
they were staying was not at all for the children
live comfortably. Peasants such as Benj
Jimenez dreamed of going back. Back to his
tle farm where he cultivated plaintain, corn,
cassava and fished all the fish he wanted in
nearby Opon River. There there was
something to eat and there he felt that there
no life other than the Opon". But the families
were in Barranca felt there was not food for
there and they suffered greatly in the
especially the children.
At the beginning of this year they were asked
pay the ultimate sacrifice. Their leader-
Francisco Sampayo- was taken by the AUC and has not been seen since. lt was his leadership and commit-
ment which had kept their hopes to return to their village alive. Since his "disappearance" their dreams are also
gone. Maybe that is exactly why he was taken away.
Without him the community has lost their compass and the desperate c€mmunity believes that their fear of
returning is stronger than their hunger. At any moment the armed actors who want our land, will ome back to
evict us and we cannot live like that with so much uncertainty and feaf. Besides food, another worrisome item
is the schooling for their children, since in Cienaga the teachers were the first to be threatened. They have
made a decision. There will be no retum and the community is disbanding.
CSN has never had this situation before. We leam from this experience and can pondertogether about the cru-
elty and insanity of war; the anguish and desperation of the people who, once their means of livelihood and
organizing are taken from them, have no illusion in life and see a bleak future for themselves and their children.
We should see from this example the tragedy and pain that thousands of humble people in Colombia experi-
ence constantly. Their lives are destroyed forever for the lack of justice.
Their land will be taken by people who support another way of looking at life. A way where only the individual
is important and life as a @mmunity has no value. This example will reinforce our commitment for peace with
justice in Colombian and for a negotiated solution in the hopes that children will have a school, a roof, food and
laughter. The cruelty experienced by Cienaga del Opon shows the real strategy for the peasant communities
in Colombia which is- either accept the new rules of the new society which is led by the paramilitaries or leave
and become displaced. by Cecilia Zarate-Laun
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I

,
lUhat can tue sag? The t ime for discussing the pros and cons of spending more

moneg to ki l l  more food plants and more of the f lmazon rainforest in the name of the
luar on drugs- or is i t  ant i- terrorism nou?- has escaped us. During the past session of
Congress the 2005 foreign aid bi l l  uas not passed. This means there ui l l  be l i t t le or no
t ime for ang debate and hoped for amendments ui l l  not be forthcoming. The $508 mil-
l ion asked for bg Bush rui l l  be passed as a continuing resolut ion. So ue need to set our
sights on the 2gg4 foreign aid bi l l .  lUe certainlg haue enough information that tel ls us
that the present plan of thuart ing the production of coca in Colombia is not ulorking.
Estimates are that the production has increased b9257" from 2ggg to 2801 and that the
area of grouing has spread from 12 ol Colombia's 52 departments grouing i t  in |  999 to
22 departments tn 2OOl. f l l though ue can do nothing about the current legislat ion, ue
must continue to speak uith our members of Congress about al l  of the issues that remain
talking points:

The fumigat ing of  crops, chi ldren and ulateruaus of  Colombia is a disaster.
The so-cal led "ruar on drugs" is euer more euident lg a couer for  the real

uar- that on the union leaders, indigenous groups, human r ights uorkers and
peace ruorkers, f l f ro-Colombians, teachers and jouinal ists- led bg the para
mil i targ groups and backed bg the U.S. Inuoluement ul i th these groups makes
our declared "urar on terrorism" a mockerg.

The Colombian gouernment cannot cert i fg that  i t  has met the human
rights cr i ter ia necessaru before secur ing more U.S.mi l i targ aid.

flCTION:
B cal l  to gour representat iue and gour senator nou or a uisi t  rui th him/her during the
December break ui l l  lag the ground uork for our continued protest about the deepening
inuoluement of our gouernment in Colombia.

Atsau( f,r{E. uEn:rr{o ts{E tyEtrtENDEns cqNLwJEt{
tn our kst Action i1tt"*Si,o tii, *r-ir*irt{;; i*l"i ,ipiiitpot, i" rii orprA rf" Defenf,zrs
Campaign in order to [efnf, tfic existence of fit omhtdsman's 6ffke oi oefensorla di( nw6fo. we tfiont,
atf if uou, wfw senf, e-miifs ond {eters. Aft6" tafhinn to tfic Defeiior, Dr. E&nrdo Ciftnntes, We afso wont
to fais on to vmt ftls dcqest grattturt. 'rtb t{nnQBtr cst{for i$ts if,ca anf, tnformz{us tfnt rfu urt6e gw-
ern'nwrrt f,ecitrpf, not rc -dim{narc {rc Defensoria after affQaska(fy Quause tfuy rueitef, manV fotters frort
outyf,c-of cotonrlja requestttt7 6y t: @ tfrx nnfgrtantffie iiltr:ft ts focus1f, *.{"fMW tfie.y7ft* of.
Colontbians and. foreigrurs in Colombia. tlwa,er, ttu Defensorfa is lwtirW serious bud4*ary probbrns and
tfwse rn6B tfic 6ort ff tfu oefensorta [ffiu(t. Partkuhrty ffiqe[ ts ylu wort of tfriyuhftr: fcfenf,ers for
yoor, ftwrhft Cofornfinns. Dr. cifnnt{i requestef,_a *r{ru-*tyh Cst{ reyreseniadv{s {n ordei to f,isiuss' coEteratton on sa,erafyrojects tiat fu fns nmln"f,. cSNb66.sforwarf,to'*rtt{rrAwtth 6lm anf, ftts tuam.
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Local Chapters o'Make Sisterhood a Reality
Sharings and Activities from Around the Country

Northeast Ohio-CSN Chapter
NEO-CSN continues to communicate with th
new friends they have made on their recen
elegation to Cimitarra. Poems written

friends and others are being comp
nto a booklet which wil l be officially intro-
uced at the annual IRTF commemoration of

martyrs of Central and South America. At
commemoration Rosemary Snow and

Peggy Zimmerman wil l  share their experi-
of the visit to their sister communitv.

is chapter also is planning a table at th
men Speak Out annual festival at which

ime they wi l l  be sel l ing craft  i tems from
ia. Their legislative action continues

strong as they have planned a meeting with
Senator Mike DeWine during his December

SISTER CITY RELATIONSHIPS IN THE PUTU-
MAYO

Fol lowing Rev.Eduordo Ordonez's v is i
re lost summer, severol of the CS

ocol  chopters ore forming relot ion-
ships with sister communit ies ' i .n the
Putumoyo region. Konsos City, Vermont
nd Methow Volley, WA hove o11 beg

the necessqry steps to become formol
communit ies in solidority with on
onother.  Eoch of  these chopters look
forword to the possibi l i . ty  of  v is i t -
ing in the Putumoyo soon.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW FOR THE
CSN ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING-

Landazuri-Montana Chocolate Project
A group in Montana has been engaged in discussions with an association of cacao producer in
Landazuri, Colombia- sister community of Montana. They are exploring the potential for direct U.S.
or international marketing of the product. In the past year they have participated in exchanges of per-
sonnel with several representatives of Landazuri visiting Montana and representatives of Montana
visiting Landazuri last July. There is a hope that this relationship will improve income for growers in
Landazuri and at the same time employ the expefiise of people in Montana. We will continue to keep
you posted on the progress of this endeavor.
Congratulations to Katie Knight who recently went "on the road" with the wonderful pic-
tures she took during her visit to Colombia.

Actiort ort Colombia s Winter 2002- 6



*(Heptens-tlt-FoR \lATtoN Nor LtsrED He nE. Puese coNTACT rne CSN oFFr(E To LEARN oF (HAprERs-tN-pRoGREs5 rureR vou !

INTERESTED IN BECOMIN€ AN ACTIVE
CONTACT A CSN REPRESENTATIVE IN

CSN MEMBER?
YOUR AREA!

Bruce Mossburg
Grand Rapids, Ml
(616) 47s-O42s
bmossburg@bethany.org

Balch, Rosita
Minneapolis, MN
(612) 627-944s
RBalch@americas.org

BOOKS!
($15 eacnl

The Palace of Justice.
by Ana Canlgan. A beadifully
crafted book whictr unveils the
truth about who makes deci-
sions in Colombia and in
whose interests.

Cliff Jones
Kansas City, MO
(913) 236-e841
info@csnkc.org

Ann George
Methow Valley, WA
(s09) 996-3211
ageorge@methow.com

Rosemary Snow
Northea'st Ohio
(21 6) 397-97 46
rsnow3@earthlink.net

Margaret Hill
St. Louis, MO
(31 4) 7?1-2977
ifclal @aol.com

Gary Weglarz
Helena, MT
(406) 4s7 -1 827
gweglarz@mt.net

Ann Tiffany
Syracuse, NY
(31s) 478-4s71
anntiffany@a-znet.com

ence!

!-u-a-ny-tn?fi ito-oTi-nFtw-oiRdtl
lvolunteer translators, who make !
I our urgent actions possible. i
i These generous individuals i
; donate their time and energy so 1
Ithat we can help make a differ- |

Lynn Zorn
Vermont
(802) 47s-1 s99
Itravata@yahoo.com

Emily Greenleaf
Seattle, Washington
(206) s47-97O7
egreenlf@drizzle.com

I
I
I
I

I
I
I
I

by Be t Ruiz
conplo<ities cf the dugi

nanced civil war and U.S. can-
n that the Cdanbian srflict

ll destabi lize the An&an
rqtar.$20.00

. See us dr the Web at
www.col ombi asuppor t.net

a emai l  csn@igc.org
(phone)60&257{75i}
(far<) 6(F255-6621

All items with the CSN bgo as
pictured above, in cobr
(vibrant red and Uue):

S,M,L,XL- $15

icker: "lf you liked
Vietnam, You will love

The Golombia Support lGtwork
"Actlon on Colombla"

Edltors
Sister Marge Eilerman, OSF

Cecilia Zarate-Laun

Speclal Thanks to Our Gonfibutors
and our lblunteors

The Colombia Support Netrvork
is a natbnal peace and iustice network

groups and indlviduals working to pro-
mote respect for human rights in
Colomtria and a iust relationship
betrveen the United States and

Colombia through
grassroots activism. CSN supports a

mnviolent, negotiated resolution
to the conflict in Colombia.
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CLCN4BI A SUP PCRT NETWCR K
P.O Box 1505
Madison, WI
53701- 1505

AM.ESS SERVICE REqJESTED

GET INYOLYED: END THE HORRIBLE
HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN COLOMBIA

o I would like to become a member of CSN
WICOLA/CSN membership donation $- ($25 regular, 915 low income)

o I am sending a donation of $_
tr Send items: @ $ each and @ $ each. Total:
o Check enclosed o MasterCard
Account number

O VISA

Expiration date Name

{
II
I

(exactly as it appears on
Name (please print)
AddressI am interested in volunteering:

_ starting a CSN chapter in my city
_ going on a delegation to Colombia
_ translating / interpreting
_ setting up a talk at my school, group, or

church
_ participating in CSN working groups

card)

City/State/Zip
Phone/Fax
E-mail

Please make checks payable in $ US to
WICOLA/Colombi a Suppor t Networ k

Donat i  ons ar e tax deduct i  b l  e
CSN P.O. Box 1505 Madison. Wl 53701


